
Saving Lake  
Pocotopaug 

A CASE STUDY FOR WHOLE L AKE S OLUTIONS
Reversing decades of decline and eliminating toxic algae 
blooms through a natural approach to lake restoration. 
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Generations of  
Frustration 
In the 1980s, overdevelopment 
around Lake Pocotopaug began  
to cause nutrient overloading  
and disrupt the natural balance  
of the lake. Once the algae blooms 
started, lake residents took action. 
And then they took action again. 
And again. But nothing seemed  
to stick. Over the course of twenty 
years, numerous costly treatments 
did nothing to stop the toxic  
algae in the lake and resources 
and patience began to wear thin. 
Conflict beset this community and, 
not long after that, apathy crept in 
alongside bad press and declining 
property values.  

The community, now divided on 
their opinions about the causes  
of the lake’s decline, was also  
split between those who had  
given in to frustration, and those 
who refused to give up. But as  
so often happens, the younger  
generation refused to let the  
status quo remain. They decided 
that Lake Pocotopaug, which  
had become the butt of jokes  
and no more than a headache, 
could actually be restored in  
their lifetime.  

In 2018, Wes Jenks and Austin Cornelio formed a new group  
called the Lake Pocotopaug Project. Their personal commitment  
to this lake that their families have lived on for generations led  
to a new wave of community support and a new approach to  
lake restoration. After conversations with EverBlue Lakes,  
Wes and Austin brought EverBlue founder John Tucci to  
give a presentation to the East Hampton Lake Association.

US. POSTAGE

PRESORTED STANDARD

★    ★    ★    ★   ★
POSTAL CUSTOMER

LOCAL

News Bulletin
Serving Amston, Andover, Cobalt, Colchester, East Hampton, Hebron, Marlborough, Middle Haddam and Portland

PAID
GLASTONBURY CITIZEN, INC.

                                                                                                                                        

RIVEREAST
P.O. BOX 373, GLASTONBURY, CT, 06033

See Algae Bloom Page 2

Algae Bloom
Rears Ugly Head

Scenic Lake Pocotopaug, seen here in this Rivereast file photo, is once again under
attack from an algae bloom – a most-unwelcome visitor that seems to attack the
lake every summer.

Andover Residents to Vote on Town Administrator

by Elizabeth Regan
It’s the return of the unwanted summer visi-

tor that has been plaguing residents on Lake
Pocotopaug for at least 30 years: the algae
bloom.

Public areas of the lake were under an advi-
sory as of Tuesday due to potentially-unsafe
water conditions, leaving it up to swimmers to
decide if they should risk exposure.

The unsightly algae bloom is made up of
potentially toxic bacteria that can multiply fast
in hot and bright conditions where certain nu-
trients, such as nitrogen and phosphorous, are
concentrated.

Toxins in the bloom can be harmful to the
skin and liver. Low levels of exposure can cause
skin irritation or nausea and diarrhea in humans
and animals, according to the Department of
Public Health. The agency cautions that swal-
lowing relatively large amounts of tainted wa-
ter can cause liver damage and nervous system
effects.

Research cited in a 2011 report from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency found that
young swimmers ingest 60 milliliters of water
during one hour of active play in the water.

A July 19 test of water samples from Sears
Park Beach on Lake Pocotopaug showed the
levels of blue-green algae were borderline high,
but the levels of associated toxins were low.

Results from that test came in at 100,000
blue-green algae cells per milliliter. However,
a test conducted a week later, on July 26, re-
sulted in 51,000 cells per millimeter. The
samples are sent to Northeast Laboratories in
Berlin.

Why the steep drop in a week’s time?
Chatham Health District director Don Mitchell
speculated Thursday it was perhaps due to there
not being “a lot of major rainfall washing any-
thing in” to the lake.

The state-recommended threshold for clos-
ing the public beaches is greater than 100,000
blue-green algae cells per milliliter, according
to guidance published jointly by the state De-
partment of Public Health and the Department
of Energy and Environmental Protection.

The state guidelines were instituted in 2012
after a high-profile algae bloom in Bolton. But
the recommended response plan is advisory
only, as the state public health department does

by Geeta S. Sandberg
The idea of the Town of Andover moving to

a town administrator form of government took
a big step closer to reality Tuesday, as the Board
of Selectmen, following a brief public hearing,
sent the proposal to referendum this fall.

 The proposed changes to the town charter –
which would transfer the administrative duties
of the first selectman over to a town adminis-
trator – will be voted on at referendum Tues-
day, Nov. 8.

The proposed charter alterations are the re-
sult of around a month’s worth of work by a
five-member Charter Revision Commission
formed by the Board of Selectmen in June. The
selectmen charged the commission – made up
of residents Adrian Mandeville, Angela
Montemagni, George Elliott, Ken Marcia and
Steve Willard – to look at and consider amend-
ing chapters five and seven to create the new
administrator position.

If the changes pass, the town administrator
would be responsible for running the town’s
day-to-day operations, but said person would
be fully responsible to the Board of Selectmen.
Mandeville, who acted as commission chair-
man, explained last week some concern had
been expressed as to whether the new position
took power away from the selectmen. So when
crafting the changes, “we tried to make sure
the selectboard still had the ultimate control,”
he said. “The first selectman is still the high-
est-elected person and this person is respon-
sible to the selectboard as a whole.”

Vice First Selectman Jeff Maguire added
Tuesday, “The Board of Selectmen, if you look

at corporations, give guidance to the town ad-
ministrator as to what they’d like to see; the
first selectman is the chairman of the board”
and would continue – at least for now – to be
elected by the public.

But as a result of the change, the duties of
the first selectman would be drastically reduced,
and the position would go from full-time to one
more in line with the rest of the board, with the
salary adjusted accordingly. The first selectman
would also no longer have an office in town
hall, and the room currently utilized for that
purpose would become the office of the admin-
istrator.

Salary details have yet to be worked out, but
Mandeville said last week the expectation is
that the position could cost anywhere from
$65,000-90,000. But most of that money, he
stated, is already in the budget since First Se-
lectman Bob Burbank currently makes $60,000,
including salary and benefits, and more money
is currently in the budget for a temporary ad-
ministrative position put in place last year to
help reorganize the town garage and town main-
tenance facilities.

If the changes pass at referendum, they’d
come into effect in July 2017; the administra-
tor would be appointed by the Board of Select-
men based on the recommendations of a search
committee.

At Tuesday’s public hearing, a few questions
were asked regarding some specifics of the pro-
posal, but no one spoke against the changes.
Indeed, Mandeville said previously it was im-
portant to point out that nearly everyone in-

volved with the town on a regular basis – from
the finance board to chairpersons of the Repub-
lican and Democratic town committees to the
Board of Selectmen to Burbank himself – were
in support of the change.

Resident Wally Barton was in the same boat.
“I wholeheartedly endorse this move,” he

said at the hearing. “I think this is a long time
coming; it’s time Andover came into the 21st
century with a town administrator running the
town.”

Democratic Town Committee Chairwoman
Joan Foran said the school was a good example
of the kind of structure the town would be mak-
ing the transition to, with a superintendent – a
position comparable to the town administrator
– and the Board of Education responsible for
areas such as policy management.

 “It’s the same entity,” she said, “It works
well.”

Selectman Jay Linddy added his thoughts as
well, explaining the town “is a major corpora-
tion – we have an $11 million budget” and
should be ran accordingly. He furthered, “We
must get the support, hopefully, from people in
November.”

Maguire added Wednesday, “I think it’s very
positive for the town. The situation that we cur-
rently operate under is more difficult than it
needs to be to get things accomplished, and I
think that with a full-time professional admin-
istrator the town will see more things getting
done.”

He added, “To me the changeover is just as
simple as that; the Board of Selectmen sets the

priorities and agenda and we ask the town ad-
ministrator to execute it. And we then hold the
town administrator accountable.”

Linddy, who Maguire said has been instru-
mental in helping to move the process forward,
added this week, “It’s time to bring in an ad-
ministrator.”

 “We need somebody to help to make sure
we find ways of getting money in and watch-
ing the debt to the town,” he stated. “Do we all
want to spend a lot of money? Of course not,
but we want to make sure the town is being run
the best way possible for the taxpayers. I’m
happy they’re doing this.”

Following the public hearing, the Board of
Selectmen opened a special meeting where,
with little discussion, board members voted
unanimously to approve the draft as submitted
by the Charter Revision Commission, and for-
ward it to a town vote Nov. 8.

After the meeting, Mandeville said he was
excited, “but I’ll feel better when it passes” in
November. “We’re headed in the right direc-
tion – I hope it’s approved.”

Linddy added, “The town is making history;
we need the right people [working for the town].
I’m excited about it.”

Linddy also encouraged residents to keep an
eye on the Rivereast for information from the
town regarding the changes, and to reach out to
the selectmen or Charter Revision Commission
with any questions “because it’s important to
know the truth.”

“We’re on our way,” he concluded.
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Blue-Green Algae
Blame Goes Around

Fire Causes Explosion… A homemade fire in the chimney at the Blish Park
pavilion in Marlborough July 24 led to a small explosion. According to police,
five teens gathered sticks to make a fire, and everything appeared normal until
an explosion occurred inside the chimney, causing chunks of brick to fly off. The
future of the chimney, including potential repairs, was discussed at this week’s
Board of Selectmen meeting. Photo courtesy of Amy Traversa. See story on page 9.

by Sloan Brewster
Homeowners around Lake Pocotopaug can

take low-cost steps to reduce runoff from their
properties.

A question-and-answer session hosted by the
East Hampton Town Council last Thursday at
East Hampton High School gave concerned
residents a chance to get information directly
from a host of experts familiar with the notori-
ously impaired lake.

The community conversation came amid con-
tinued accusations among town officials and
residents about who is responsible for the lake’s
long decline.

The cost to implement a comprehensive wa-
tershed management plan could range from
about $1 million to $10 million, based on vari-
ous estimates.

But some of the recommended improvements
can be accomplished without spending much
money by those who live near the lake, accord-
ing to officials.

Blooms of cyanobacteria, or blue-green al-
gae – high levels of which have caused the clo-
sure of the Sears Park beach for the past sev-
eral years – thrive on nitrogen and phospho-
rous, according to officials. The nutrients are
present in typical lawn fertilizer.

When speakers at the meeting asked why the
town doesn’t stop chemicals from running into
the lake, Steven Trinkaus – a consulting engi-
neer working for the town on low impact, sus-
tainable development strategies – said part of
the problem is that folks on the quest for lus-
cious green lawns use more fertilizer than the
soil can absorb. The excess lands in the water,
feeding the problematic algae.

“I think everybody, including myself, is
guilty,” he said.

Trinkaus recommends a couple of ideas to
prevent runoff. First, he said to read the label
on fertilizer and follow the instructions.

“If the Scotts bag says five pounds to 1,000

square feet, you want to put the right applica-
tion down,” he said. “If you put down 10
pounds, the lawn can’t absorb the added five
pounds.”

Any amount above what’s recommended
ends up in the lake, he said.

Trinkaus also recommends testing soil to
determine what the soil needs versus taking “a
one-size approach.”

“Before you go to Home Depot or Lowes,
test your soil to see what nutrients it lacks,” he
said. “If you are deficient in phosphorous, fine,
then you buy a fertilizer that is giving you the
necessary nutrients that you need. It’s not giv-
ing you the nitrogen or nutrients that you don’t
need.”

Jane Brawerman, executive director of The
Connecticut River Coastal Conservation Dis-
trict that covers 26 towns including East Hamp-
ton, reiterated the need for testing in a phone
call this week.

“You should always test your soil before you
apply nutrients,” she said.

Soil samples can be sent to the Soil Nutrient
Analysis Lab at the University of Connecticut
or the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment
Station in New Haven, Brawerman said. The
university charges a nominal fee for the tests
and the experiment station will do them free of
charge.

For more information on testing through
UConn, visit www.soiltest.uconn.edu. For in-
formation on the experiment station, visit https:/
/tinyurl.com/y5yvvnn7.

Savvy homeowners can also do the testing
themselves, according to Trinkaus. He said test-
ing kits are available online through Forestry
Suppliers, formerly known as Ben Meadows.

Trinkaus also recommended that lakefront
homeowners consider creating a buffer area
between their lawns and the lake. Depending
on the size of the lawn, the area can be any-

Eviction Leads to Response from Bomb Squad
by Sloan Brewster

A Hebron man’s al-
leged refusal to leave
his home after an
eviction order this
week led to an evacu-
ation of his road and
a response by the
Connecticut State Po-
lice Emergency Ser-
vices Unit and Bomb
Squad.

The incident took
place Monday morn-
ing, when an officer stood beside his police
SUV at the intersection of Hickory and Oak
drives, blocking the way up Hickory. The of-
ficer said he could not discuss the matter and
that a staging area for media was being set up
at Town Hall.

“We’re telling people to shelter in place or
evacuate,” a dispatcher from Troop K said in a
phone call.

Several media outlets had cameras facing
town hall while inside his office, Town Man-
ager Andrew Tierney could be heard fielding
phone calls.

On Tuesday, Tierney said the situation “had
the makings of being really bad.”

By then, William Sabino, 63, of 65 Hickory
Drive, had been brought into custody and was
charged with first-degree criminal trespassing,
second-degree breach of peace and second-de-
gree threatening, state police said. He posted a
$5,000 bond and was released pending an Aug.
14 court date at Rockville Superior Court.

According to the report, the Emergency Ser-
vices Unit – also known as the SWAT team –
came in after Resident State Trooper Daniel
Greenwood and troopers from Troop K were

called in to assist a state marshal in an evic-
tion.

According to an eviction notice, which was
dated July 12, if Sabino did not move out of 65
Hickory Drive and take his belongings by Aug.
5, the state marshal was ordered remove him,
any other occupants and all belongings and give
possession of the property to the Federal Na-
tional Mortgage Association.

Sabino allegedly refused to leave, Tierney
said.

Tactical negotiators made contact with
Sabino and he was taken into custody without
incident, police said.

Tierney said he was not sure what had taken
place to bring in SWAT and the Bomb Squad
but allegedly, the situation between the state
marshal and Sabino had been going on for some
time.

“He did have weapons registered legally but

no real prior conflicts with the state police,”
the town manager said.

According to Tierney, Sabino, whose house
was foreclosed on by the bank, had been send-
ing the marshal “concerning messages” via text
every five minutes all morning, had posted a
sign in the yard stating “come get me,” and had
written other messages on the driveway.

“He put up some signs and he had a noose
hanging from the roof,” Tierney said.

The marshal supplied the texts and emails
he had allegedly received from Sabino to the
state police, Tierney said, adding that police
opted to take over the investigation “due to the
severity of the comments.” Tierney said the texts
and emails included derogatory language and
statements such as “You better get out here,”
and “Liar.”

Tuesday afternoon, the signs in front of the

William Sabino
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Graduation Day… On July 28, Hebron resident Sean Connolly, who is also
commissioner of the state Department of Veterans Affairs, graduated from the
United States Army War College with a master’s degree in strategic studies. At
the graduation he was joined by his wife, Carol, and two sons Sean, 11 and
Brendan, 8. See story on page 12.

‘Tis the Season
for Lake Algae

by Elizabeth Regan
Public areas of East Hampton’s Lake

Pocotopaug are under a swimming advisory due
to potentially unsafe water conditions result-
ing from the return of the annual blue-green
algae bloom.

“Here we go again,” said Chatham Health
Director Don Mitchell.

The advisory means it’s up to swimmers at
the Sears Park beach and Schoolhouse Bay to
decide if they should risk exposure in the po-
tentially toxic lake.

“Unprecedented” blue-green algae blooms
first appeared in Lake Pocotopaug almost 30
years ago and have been showing up every sum-
mer since, according to consultant George
Knoecklein of Northeast Aquatic Research.

Toxins in the algae bloom can be harmful to
the skin and liver. Low levels of exposure can
cause skin irritation or nausea and diarrhea in
humans and animals, according to the Depart-
ment of Public Health. The agency cautions that
swallowing relatively large amounts of tainted
water can cause liver damage and can affect
the nervous system.

The public warning has been in effect since
last Friday, Aug. 4. The Chatham Health Dis-
trict is awaiting the results of the latest round

of water testing, which are expected early next
week, to determine if the advisory will continue
or if the beach will be closed due to rising lev-
els of toxic bacteria.

Blue-green algae can multiply fast in hot and
bright conditions where certain nutrients, such
as nitrogen and phosphorous, are concentrated.

For the past two years, the beach has been
closed for three weeks in August due to blue-
green algae levels. In 2014, the bloom arrived
later in the season – just in time to close the
beach for Labor Day weekend.

The current advisory only applies to the
lake’s public access points, according to
Mitchell. He has said those who see algae for-
mations similar to those present at the public
beach can reasonably assume their area of the
lake is also compromised.

Results came in at 97,000 blue-green algae
cells per milliliter in a sample collected by the
health district on Aug. 2. The state-recom-
mended threshold for closing the public beaches
is greater than 100,000 blue-green algae cells
per milliliter, according to guidance published
jointly by the state Department of Public Health
and the Department of Energy and Environmen-

How to Preserve Historic Homes?
by Elizabeth Regan

As a plan to revitalize the former Elmcrest
Hospital property moves forward, officials and
concerned citizens are working to get a clearer
understanding about how three historic homes
will fit into the new development.

The 19th century Brainerd, Sage and Hart-
Jarvis houses represent the storied past of Port-
land elite who built their faith and fortune on
brownstone. The structures have been a rally-
ing point for recent support of Danbury-based
developer Dan Bertram’s efforts to bring an
apartment complex and neighborhood shopping
center to town.

The Brainerd Place project – which earned
the support of the Economic Development
Commission and the Historical Society – has
evolved over the past two years amid insistence
that the developer retain the historic integrity
of the site.

There was a public outcry when designs were
released in late 2015 with only the 1852
Brainerd House still standing. Bertram has since
pledged to restore the exterior of the 1884 Sage
House and to donate land onto which the 1830
Hart-Jarvis House can be moved.

Getting the Hart-Jarvis House from its cur-
rent location in the middle of the property to
the southwest corner has become a key part of
the preservation puzzle.

Elwin Guild, Economic Development Com-
mission chairman and founding member of the
grassroots Elmcrest Campus Advisory Commit-
tee, said he is forming a nonprofit organization
to relocate and restore the home.

Guild said the organization is in its early
stages. He has not yet established a member-
ship structure or applied for federal tax-exempt
status.

The relocated Hart-Jarvis home would face
out onto Main Street and be visible from the
Arrigoni Bridge, according to Guild. Its front
lawn would be town-owned property deeded to
Portland as open space by former car dealer
Charles Wiltsie.

The building in its current location is part of
the federally-recognized Marlborough Street
Historic District that includes about a dozen
other homes and outbuildings along Route 66.
The historic district represents Portland’s by-
gone era of concentrated wealth built on the
brownstone industry.  

Consultant Jan Cunningham, of Historic
Preservation Services of Cromwell, has been
hired by the Historical Society to ensure the
home retains its federally-protected status once
it is moved.

She said she is working to secure approval
for the Hart-Jarvis home to remain on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places even though
the projected location is outside the historic
district’s boundaries.

Cunningham has prepared nominations for
more than 150 state and federal historic dis-
tricts and has evaluated more than 10,000 his-
toric buildings since 1979, she said. She wrote
the application that led to the federal recogni-
tion of the Marlborough Street Historic Dis-
trict in 2012.

Cunningham said the back half of the former
Elmcrest Hospital property was omitted from
the historic district boundary in the original
application because of the preponderance of
modern institutional buildings on that portion
of the property.

While she described herself as “fairly confi-
dent” federal approval to expand the boundary
would ultimately be granted, she said the pro-
cess is likely to take many months.

Portland Historical Society President Claire
Frisbie said it’s still unclear how the Hart-Jarvis
house will be used if it is moved and who would
operate it.

“We don’t have a lot of news; we have a lot
of questions,” she said.

Both Guild and Frisbie said the house will
not be moved until its federal status is secured.

Preservation Standards
Bertram’s current plan for the large, Italianate

villa that serves as the namesake for the
Brainerd Place development is to turn it into a
clubhouse for 240 small but well-appointed
apartments in the complex. He indicated he will
renovate the exterior of the Sage House to lure
a tenant who can then customize the inside.

Wint Aldrich, a part-time Middle Haddam
resident and the former deputy commissioner
for historic preservation in New York, weighed
in on the issue last year when he wrote to the
Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation to
stress the importance of saving the Brainerd
House and its attendant carriage house.

The carriage house is not among the struc-
tures Bertram has talked about saving.

Aldrich said it’s vitally important for the town
to ensure that restoration of the historic struc-
tures occurs before any residential or commer-
cial development breaks ground. He also
stressed the work should be done according to
the Secretary of the Interior’s standards for his-
toric preservation.

“Otherwise, I can guarantee (based on innu-
merable sad experiences I have seen in New
York state over 40 years) the historic preserva-
tion work will be deferred for years or ulti-
mately abandoned as ‘infeasible,’” Aldrich
wrote at the time.

This week, Aldrich added that the developer
should be “strongly encouraged” by the town
to apply for federal historic preservation invest-
ment tax credits.

“Not only can the 20 percent of qualifying
costs come right off the federal income tax bill,
if for some reason it is not needed it can be
sold to nearby property-owners,” Aldrich said.

The tax credit requires any rehabilitation
work to be done to the Secretary of the Interior’s
standards under the oversight of the State His-
toric Preservation Office.

In a Thursday morning email, Bertram said
he is not currently pursuing federal tax credits.
He added that he could not comment on whether
or not the restoration work would conform to
the Secretary of the Interior’s historic rehabili-
tation standards “without doing a detailed
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The EverBlue Lakes Approach 
The lake community appreciated and ultimately  
approved of the EverBlue Lakes ethos: A natural  
solution powered by cutting-edge technology.  
EverBlue Lakes combines large scale lake aeration  
with natural, proprietary blends of enzymes and  
benthic bacteria that break down toxic chemicals  
and restore the lake to its natural balance. We don’t 
believe in quick fixes or ‘maintenance-free’ promises, 
but our positive results happen quicker than you might 
expect. In this case, our program kept the lake open  
all summer long for the first time in decades in 2020.  

We are proud to say that the beaches of Lake  
Pocotopaug have remained open for three out of the 
last four seasons (2020-2023) with a brief closure in 
2021— the worst watershed loading year in decades. 

Our performance based contract ensures that the  
residents of East Hampton can enjoy this valuable  
community resource now, as the program continues  
to work in the background, and reverse decades of 
decline. But don’t just take our word for it. Review  
the data to see our measures of success. 

AERATION 
SYSTEM

How Aeration Works

Aerobic benthic bacteria 
breaks down organics

Nutrients removed 
through the food chain

Oxygenated surface water 
moves to the bottom

Toxic gases are removed

BEFORE AFTER
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Blue Green Algae: Toxic blue green algae aka cyanobacteria is harmful to people and pets. As this graph shows, 
the data demonstrate steadily decreasing levels of blue green algae from 2020-2023.

Blue-Green Algae Improvement

Dissolved Oxygen: This graph shows dissolved oxygen (DO) levels at the top, middle, and bottom of the lake — 
often called the water column. It shows how aeration increases DO levels at the bottom of the lake to above the 
target minimum and brings the measurement in harmony with the rest of the lake. Dissolved oxygen is one of the 
most important factors in overall lake health, especially at the bottom of the lake. Without dissolved oxygen at the 
bottom of the water column, the natural decomposition organisms that live in the sediment cannot grow, thrive, 
and adequately complete the natural cycles of a healthy lake.

Dissolved Oxygen Improvement

DIVE IN TO THE DATA Saving Lake  
Pocotopaug
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Total Phosphorus: This graph demonstrates a trend of decreasing average phosphorus in the Lake Pocotopaug 
water column. As you can see, before treatment, Lake Pocotopaug had crisis levels of phosphorus which fueled 
algae blooms. Over the course of the treatment, levels were consistently lowered, although spikes still occurred 
in the summer. The decreased levels of phosphorus and the elimination of deadly algae blooms resulted in open 
beaches and safer, healthier lake ecosystems.

Phosphorus Improvement

Water Clarity: Average water clarity is measured in how many feet you can see down. So, higher is better. This 
metric is slowly trending upwards, but water clarity remains an area for improvement as we continue the treatment 
program. As one resident remarked, “When I was a kid, we could see all the way to the bottom of the lake.” 

Average Water Clarity
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Reversing Decades  
of Decline
With the EverBlue Lakes approach, this community broke a  
20-year cycle of toxic algae blooms. Now, residents enjoy  
the lake every summer and feel comfortable swimming and 
fishing as their parents and grandparents did. This community 
often takes to their personal social media accounts and their 
dedicated Facebook group to share how much the lake has 
improved and how happy they are with the program. Even  
the local newspaper published an article commenting on  
the lake’s increased health.

“Thank you to everyone 
who is involved with the 
lake efforts. We would  
never have been able to 
swim this time of year in  
the past. My children used 
to get rashes, yesterday 
evening was beautiful.”
		  – Erika Tucker
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“Even after all that rain the 
lake is still crystal clear!”
			   – Angela Cornelia

Lake Pocotopaug has become a source of 
natural beauty and pride for the residents. 
With budding photographers traveling to 
capture the sunrises and sunsets around  
the lake, it has even become a source of 
inspiration— when only a few years ago it 
was a source of endless frustration. That is 
the power of an ecosystem in balance, and 
the power of the EverBlue Lakes approach 
to restoration. 

“Couldn’t ask for a more  
perfect weather day at the 
lake today. In the water could 
seet 3 ft down to my feet 
even with some waves, so 
nice for the end of July.”
			   – George Worralliiv

What Happens Next? 
As we continue our performance-based contract with  
the community of East Hampton, we will continue to  
monitor lake health indicators, educate local residents,  
and work together to mitigate the causes of nutrient  
overloading. After breaking the cycle of apathy and  
frustration by turning this lake around, we’re excited  
to implement even more innovative approaches and  
new technology to continue to improve the overall  
water clarity in the lake. We are confident that in  
partnership with the local community we can save  
this lake, whatever it takes. 

Contact EverBlue Lakes 
Call: (269) 383-3400
Email: info@everbluelakes.com
everbluelakes.com/save-your-lake/ 
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